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Today’s Purpose 

•The purpose of  this session is to share ideas that have worked for 
different teachers. 
•Everyone is encouraged to share their ideas. 
•The focus will be on SLEs that have proven problematic in the past.  
 
**Ideas gained from this session are not guaranteed to work for all 
students. 
 
•The Alternate Portfolio Assessment is an individualized assessment. 
•What works for one student may not work for all students. 
•Teachers must consider their individual students and determine which 
activities are appropriate, challenging, and meaningful for each 
student. 
 
 

 



Augmentative Communication Devices 
For Lower Level Students/Non Verbal Students 

Bigmack 
Press a button and record single 
messages into this programmable 
switch.         $ 124.95  

Cheap Talk 
Select a two, four or eight button model and 
add photos, drawings or communication 
symbol icons to represent each idea/line.  
                                 $325.95 

Step-by-Step 
A voice-output, one button sequential 
messaging communication device. Record a 
sequence of any number of messages.                                                                 
                                  $132.95 



$182.95 Big Talk Triple Play  
from Enabling Devices 

Sequencer & randomizer a combination with 
single, sequential and random message 
capabilities.  
•  4 levels  
• 300 seconds of recording time  
• Sequential capability for storytelling  
• Random capability for games or cards  
• Can be activated by an external switch  
                                  
 
 
 

Tech Talk 
6 recording levels and 8 
message cells letting you 
record up to 48 messages.  

$477.95 

Communication Builder  
Equipped with 5 easy-to-change 
frames, which allows you to refine 
communication choices as the person 
develops new skills. 
                           $279.95 

http://www.mayer-johnson.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/600x/040ec09b1e35df139433887a97daa66f/x/0/x0706.jpg


Talking Photo Album 
Record your stories, timetables or messages 
with our Talking Photo Album. Simply insert 
drawings or photographs into the plastic 
wallets and record up to a 10 second message 
on every page to support the image / text.  
$59.00 

Talk Block 
30 second color-coded 
recordable buttons - easy to 
record and easy to play.  
Can be used with photos or 
picture symbols with the clear 
removable tops.  
Set of 5 $79.00 



    $157.00 from Enabling Devices  
                         
Lightweight and rugged, like all GoTalks, 
and now has a 20 message capacity (4 
large keys, each 3” square, and five 
recording levels).  
                           

$22.95 from Enabling Devices 

Go Talk 4+ 

Simple eye-gaze communication. The 
observer views the eye gaze of the user 
and sees their selection. The Eye-Talk is a 
great alternative for children and adults who 
need to communicate. It is made with clear, 
shatter-resistant plastic. 

Eye-Talks 



$157.95 from Enabling Devices 

Clear Clock Communicator 

The student can communicate by activating a 
switch which moves the clock hand to the 
desired picture, word, or object affixed to the 
clockface. You can customize the 
communication by using as few (or as many) 
objects as you’d like. Clock speed is simple to 
adjust.  

Compartmentalized  
Clock Communicator 

Specially designed for the visually impaired! 
Ideal for children or adults with impaired vision. 
This affordable clock communicator has eight 
compartments to hold items. When the 
external capability switch (not included) is 
activated, the clock hand moves to the desired 
picture, word or object affixed to the clockface. 
Single or double switch capability available.  

$102.95 from Enabling Devices 



$134.95  From Enabling 
Devices 
The device allows the user to 
record 1 to 4 different 5 
second messages. You play 
the messages back by 
removing “taking” an item 
(of your choice) (TAKE mode) 
or “placing” the item in one 
of the compartments (PLACE 
mode).  

Take n’ Talk 

$138.95  From 
Enabling Devices. 
Taking or replacing 
the 2" x 2" Velcro 
mounted icon holders 
will play one of four 5-
second pre-recorded 
messages. 

Upright Take or Place N' 
Talks 

A compartmentalized 
communicator. Pushing 
the colored plate 
below the icon holder 
plays your pre-
recorded message. 
Records four 
messages, five seconds 
each, for a total record 
time of 20 seconds. 

Four Compartment 
Communicator 



BoardMaker 

 
• https://apps.tvdsb.on.ca/employees/dptspeced/Speech%20an

d%20Language%20Resources.htm#Numbers  
• http://www.trumbull.k12.oh.us/departments/sped/boardmake

temps.htm  

Free Websites with pre-made boards 
(you do not have to purchase the disc to use these boards) 

Picture based communication symbols. The 
program lets you create different printed 
materials, like communication boards, with 
Picture Communication Symbols, PECs, 
calendars, and schedules. Cost: 329.00 
 

Or use Google images to import pictures for communication devices and 
worksheets. 
http://www.google.com/imghp?hl=en&ta b=wi  
 
 

https://apps.tvdsb.on.ca/employees/dptspeced/Speech%20and%20Language%20Resources.htm
https://apps.tvdsb.on.ca/employees/dptspeced/Speech%20and%20Language%20Resources.htm
https://apps.tvdsb.on.ca/employees/dptspeced/Speech%20and%20Language%20Resources.htm
http://www.trumbull.k12.oh.us/departments/sped/boardmaketemps.htm
http://www.trumbull.k12.oh.us/departments/sped/boardmaketemps.htm
http://www.google.com/imghp?hl=en&tab=wi


SymbolStix  
•Picture symbols similar to Boardmaker but with stick like drawings.  
 
•SymbolStix depicts activities and people as lively, vibrant stick figures, drawn with a 
distinctive flair to create “stick figures with an attitude”.  
 
•SymbolStix symbols depict generic persons as stick people with no gender, age, or culturally 
specific attributes to ensure that learners focus on the concepts portrayed rather than being 
distracted or confused by detail. 
 
•The set consists of approximately 11,000 symbols. 
 
•$199.00 Individual user  
•$99 one year online subscription for individual 

learn 



 Science Activities  

Unique Learning Systems 

•Free samples  
•Single user subscriptions $49.00 
•Bundle Packages $529.00  
•Group subscriptions 
•Lesson Plans already created 
•Differentiated Tasks   
 

https://unique.n2y.com/   

https://unique.n2y.com/


Simple 

News 2 You offers weekly articles on current events written in a kid friendly 
format. Each article is three pages. It is published with four levels of 
difficulty each week, so there is something to challenge every student, from 
beginning readers to the high school level. $149.00 year subscription.  



Regular 



Higher 



Advanced 



Great for visually impaired or non readers 



Do2learn.com 
Educational resources for students 

with special needs. 
*Free worksheets 
*Free picture symbols 
 



Science A-Z 



http://www.gynzy.com/  

Interactive 
smart board 

lessons 

60 day free trial 
$90 year 1 teacher 
$995 year per school 

http://www.gynzy.com/
http://www.gynzy.com/
http://www.gynzy.com/


Science Resources/Websites 
•http://www.sciencea-z.com/ $59.95 for a 1 year subscription. Leveled  
elementary science curriculum k-6  
•http://superteacherworksheets.com/  $19.95 yr  worksheet and  activities. 
Includes reading, writing, math, and science activities 
•http://abcteach.com Free worksheets for all core subjects 
•http://education.com Free worksheets for all core subjects 
•http://www.enchantedlearning.com $20.00  for a 1 year subscription 
worksheets and activities for all areas. 
•http://www.busyteacherscafe.com Free website for  k-6 worksheets and 
activities.  
•http://www.edhelper.com  $19.99  for a 1 year subscription  worksheets and 
activities for all content areas and grades levels. 
•http://www.kidzone.com  Free worksheets grades K-5 
•http://buzzingwithmsb.blogspot.com water cycle activities 
•http://.enature.com  
•http://Brainpop.com 
•http://sciencekids.com online science experiments and virtual dissections      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sciencea-z.com/
http://www.sciencea-z.com/
http://www.sciencea-z.com/
http://superteacherworksheets.com/
http://abcteach.com/
http://education.com/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.busyteacherscafe.com/
http://www.edhelper.com/
http://www.kidzone.com/
http://buzzingwithmsb.blogspot.com/
http://.enature.com/
http://brainpop.com/
http://sciencekids.com/
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5th  Grade ESS 8.5.7 
Characteristics of Rocks 



1. Imagine a dinosaur walking through a river. Pour a layer of blue pudding into your cup.  
       This is the ancient river bed. 
2. Add the dinosaur candy on top of the river. These are the dinosaurs that died millions of  
     years ago in the river bed. 
 
 The dinosaurs were able to be fossilized because they had hard parts, like bones.  
 Tissues were eaten or rotted away. 
 
3. Cover the dinosaurs with a layer of cookie crumbs.  This is the mud and sand (sediment)  
    that settled over the dinosaurs.  
 
These sediments were carried by rivers and streams and were deposited in the ancient 
 river bed. These sediments are deposited in layers over time.  
 
4. Put a layer of chocolate pudding into your cup, followed by white puddings 
 and then cookie crumbs. Continue layering. The coloring of the various layers (sediment)  
is due to the particles that make up the soil, clay, mud, etc. at different times. 
 
As sediments are deposited in the river bed, the deepest layers have more and more pressure 
put on them from the massive weight of the sediments on top. These become sedimentary rock. 
The layers near the bottom also become hotter as they are pushed down to the earth’s core. When layers are 
pushed down so hard and become very hot, they change from sedimentary rock into metamorphic rock. 
 

ESS 8.5.7 



www.K5CHALKBOX.com  
• You will need: 

 
• clear plastic cups - one per child 
• spoons 
• vanilla pudding (half colored blue, half left white) 
• chocolate pudding 
• dinosaur edible candies (Betty Crocker cake decorations 

work well) 
• crushed Oreos and graham crackers (for different colors) 
• Tip:  I buy the premade pudding and just color some of the 

vanilla ones.  I plan on 1/2 cup of each color per student, 
depending on the size of my cups. 

ESS 8.5.7 

http://www.k5chalkbox.com/


Sedimentary Rocks 

Fossils 

Sediment 

ESS 8.5.7 



 Rock Report 
ESS 8.5.9 



 Classify the Three Basic Types of Rocks 
ESS 8.5.9 



Provide large pictures for students to point or eye 
gaze as a  response or actual rock samples to assist 
the students in communicating their responses.  

Slate 

Schist 

Obsidian 

ESS 8.5.9 



ESS 8.5.9 



5th  Grade LS 2.5.2 
 Examine Cells on a Microscopic Level 



Identify the Cells 
LS 2.5.2 

Pg. 1 Pg. 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you need to make the choices more obvious like truck or red blood cell, do so. 



Provide large pictures one at a 
time and give the student 

yes/no cards or 2 switches with 
yes/no responses. 

YES NO 

L S2.5.2 

Pg. 3 



LS 2.5.2 

Include photos of the 
student performing 
the task. This is just a 
data sheet and it 
cannot stand alone.  



5th  Grade LS 4.5.12 
Plants Encouraged to Thrive   



LS 4.5.12 

Unique Learning Systems 

This simple flower experiment will allow students to observe the 
effects of air, water and sun on plant growth. 

 
• Get four plants with flowers. Discuss the things plants need to grow; water, air, 
sun and soil. (All of our plants will have soil.) 
• Plant 1: Put by a window where it can get sun and air. Tell the students we will 
water this plant. Water every couple of days or as needed. 
• Plant 2: Put by the window so it gets sun and air. But we will not water this plant. 
• Plant 3: Put by the window and cover it with a box. It can get air in the box but 
no sunlight. It will also have no water. 
• Plant 4: Put by the window in a glass jar. It will get sun but no air and no water. 
• Put cards on each plant indicating, sun, no sun, water, no water, air, no air. 
• Fill out the chart. Predict which plant you think will grow and be the most 
healthy. 



*Use green strips of construction paper to measure the plant. Place the strip of paper beside the 
plant, cut it off at top of the plant. Glue the strip of paper on the chart. 

Measuring Plant Growth LS 4.5.12 

Pg. 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can do the same experiment with music, water, or soil. 



LS 4.5.12 

Pg. 2 



Provide picture/word cards for students who cannot write the description of the location. 

LS 4.5.12 



5th Grade PS 5.5.9 
Expansion and Contraction 



Let’s begin by testing the two soaps to see if they float in water: 

PS 5.5.9 



The Ivory soap floats because it is filled with pockets of air.  

Dove soap does not float. Do you think Dove soap is filled with pockets of air?    

Now let’s see what happens when you place the different bars of soap in the microwave. 



How does the Ivory soap look after you put it in the microwave? 



How does the Dove soap look after you put it in the microwave? 

The Ivory soap expanded but the Dove soap did not. 

Do you think the air pockets caused the Ivory soap to expand? 



Experiment 1 Contraction 

Fill the water bottle with hot water. Shake the water bottle. 

Open the bottle.  Pour the hot water into the bowl.  

1 2 

3 4 

PS 5.5.9 



Place the balloon over the top of the bottle.  Observe the balloon. 

5 6 

What happened to the balloon? 

A. B. 

The balloon expanded outside of the bottle.  The balloon contracted inside the bottle.  



Experiment 2 Expansion 

1 2 

3 4 

Place the bottle in the freezer for 20 minutes. 
Fill the bowl with hot water.  

Place the balloon over the top of the bottle.  

Place the bottle in the bowl of hot water.  Hold the bottle in place and observe the balloon.  

What happened to the balloon? 

A. B. 

The balloon expanded. The balloon did not expand. 



• In experiment 1, warm air contained into the bottle is slowly 
getting colder. When air is cooling down, it contracts, and takes 
up less space. The balloon is stopping up the mouth opening, and 
therefore, exterior air cannot get inside of the bottle instead of 
contracted air. So the balloon is drawn up instead. 

• In experiment 2, cold air contained into the bottle is warming 
up when you put it in hot water. When air warms up, it expands, 
and therefore takes more space. The balloon is stopping up the 
mouth opening, so it receives the air and inflates. 

Conclusion 

www.hellokids.com   

http://www.hellokids.com/


The Expansion of Popcorn 
Demonstrate how the change in temperature affects the expansion of objects by popping popcorn. 

PS 5.5.9 



Expansion of Water Experiment PS 5.5.9 



The Expansion of Water 
Follow the procedure to demonstrate the affect of temperature on the expansion of water. 

PS 5.5.9 



5th  Grade PS 5.5.7  
Changes in Physical Properties of Matter  



PS 5.5.7 



PS 5.5.7 



5th Grade PS 5.5.3 
 Identify Common Examples of Physical 

Properties 



PS 5.5.3 



Physical Properties 2 Snack Foods 
Use these picture cues to complete the Venn Diagram 

comparing the physical properties of the 2 snack foods.  

PS 5.5.3  



• Compare the physical properties of two snack foods. Look at their texture, color, shape, and 
taste, length, and odor. Glue the picture/word card in the correct area of the Venn Diagram 

 

Common Physical Properties 

Goldfish Cheetos 

PS 5.5.3  



Use photo/word cards or a 
communication device to 
assist non-verbal students 

in communicating their 
findings.  

PS 5.5.3  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Texture (Physical Property)



Pictures for communication 

PS 5.5.3  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taste (Physical Property)



5th Grade PS 6.5.6  
& 7th Grade PS 7.7.3 

Potential & Kinetic Energy 



Potential and Kinetic Energy 

• -Potential energy is stored 
energy (object is at rest)  

• -Kinetic energy is the 
energy used while moving  

• -When an object is put 
into motion, potential 
energy turns into kinetic 
energy  

• -When an object comes 
to rest, kinetic energy 
turns into potential 
energy  

PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 



Make larger versions of each photo card. Have the student answer the questions by eye 
gazing or touching the picture/word card representing his/her response. Give the student a 
stamp or dauber to mark the answer on the work sample. 

PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 



Have the student match the pictures representing kinetic and potential energy or 
sort the pictures by potential and kinetic.   

PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 



PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 



Science N2Y 
PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 

Pg. 1 



Great photographs that can be used to illustrate kinetic and potential energy. 

PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 

Pg. 2 



Can use a T Chart to sort the photos by kinetic or potential energy.  

PS 6.5.6 / PS 7.7.3 

Pg. 3 



5th Grade PS 6.5.2 
Simple Machines 



Simple Machines 

PS.6.5.2 Conduct 
investigations using 

*levers  
*pulleys 
*inclined planes 
*wedges 
* screws 
* wheels and axles 

• Show pictures of 
students sweeping, 
going up stairs or 
ramps, pushing a wagon 
or wheelchair. Have 
them identify what 
simple machine they 
are investigating.   

PS 6.5.2 



Show the student identifying the simple machine then investigating the machine by 
using it correctly.  

PS 6.5.2 

Conduct Investigations Using Simple Machines 

Bottle cap-screw Stairs- inclined plane Light switch-lever 

Screen-pulley Broom-lever Fan-wheel and axle 



zipper 

# of 
objects 

 wheelbarrow      cart 

PS 6.5.2 



PS 6.5.2 

Pg. 2 



Simple Machine Cards  
Use the cards to help students communicate what simple machines 
they have identified in their environment or on a work sample.  

PS 6.5.2 



Have the student use the cards to identify the simple machine he/she has found in the school environment. If 
the student is non-verbal have him/her use an augmentative communication device with the pictures on the 
overlay. If the student is unable to walk around and locate the objects, provide some for them to investigate.  

lever 

wedge 

wheel and axle  
Inclined plane 

lever 

lever 

Simple Machines Walk 
PS 6.5.2 



Simple Machines 
PS 6.5.2 

If the student is physically unable to draw 
 the line connecting the simple machine to  
the example, have them first identify what  
the answer then use an alternate method  
of connecting the two, i.e., pipe cleaner,  
color dots, cut out strips of paper. If the  
student isn’t able to manipulate any of these 
options, hand over hand is allowable as long 
as you show or explain how the student 
communicated his/her answer.  



Simple Machines PS 6.5.2 



5th Grade ESS 8.5.2 
Investigate the Growth of Crystals 



ESS  8.5.2 

Yes No 

Modes of Communication 



ESS 8.5.2 



5th Grade PS 5.5.6  
States of Matter 

• PS 5.5.6 Explain how 
heat influences the 

• states of matter of a 
substance: 

• solid 
• liquid 
• gas 



Properties of Matter PS 5.5.6 

Superteacherworksheets.com 



States of Matter 

Strong bond 

Definite shape 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Could make these out of poster board and use real examples. 



Definition Picture 

PS 5.5.6 



Three States of Matter 
PS 5.5.6 



Pictures to use on work samples 
PS 5.5.6 



Experiment with Solids and Liquids 

Freeze water with the touch of a finger. 

Build a snowman with water and ice.  

PS 5.5.6 

Pg. 1 



Materials Needed 

glass 

plate 

freezer 

crushed ice 

Purified Water  

timer  

PS 5.5.6 

Pg. 2 



1. Freeze water bottles for 2 hours 15 minutes 2. Carefully open the water bottle. 

3. Tip the glass and carefully pour in water. 4. Dip one finger into a bowl of 
crushed ice, making sure to leave ice 
on the finger. 

Procedure: Experiment 1: Turning a Liquid into a Solid 
PS 5.5.6 

Pg. 3 



5. Gently touch the surface of the water. 

I. What happened to the water in the glass? 

 A.  B. 

The water remained a liquid. The water turned into a solid. 
Pg. 4 



Procedure: Experiment 2 Turning a Liquid into a Solid 

1. Pour water into a plate till it reaches 
 the surface.  

2. Place the plate into the freezer and 
 leave it for two hours. 

It froze into a solid.  

2. What happened to the water in the plate? 

 A.  B. 

It remained a liquid. 

PS 5.5.6 

Pg. 5 



You can mold the water into a snowman and decorate it using straws,  
wiggly eyes, sprinkles, and tip of a carrot.  

3. Next, pour very cold water on top of the frozen water and watch it as it changes. 

3. Why did the frozen water on the plate change? 

 A.  B. 

The water in the bottle was 
colder than the water on the 
plate.  

The water in the bottle was 
warmer than the water on 
the plate.  

Pg. 6 



Experiment with Gasses  
PS 5.5.6 

Pg. 1 News2You.com 



Pg. 2 



5th  Grade PS 7.5.2 
Light Investigations 

Light absorption, 
refraction, and reflection 



PS 7.5.2 



PS 7.5.2 

Pg. 1 



PS 7.5.2 

Pg. 2 



PS 7.5.2 

Pg. 1 



Directions: Cut out the color cards and put them  
in order as you see them. 

Refraction of Light Through a Prism.  PS 7.5.2 

Pg. 2 



5th  Grade PS 7.5.4 
Light Investigations 

Opaque Transparent Translucent 



PS 7.5.4  



PS 7.5.4  
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